Quakers in

Finsbury &
Clerkenwell
Bunhill Fields Preparative Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Bunhill Fields Meeting House
Quaker Court, Banner Street,
London EC1Y 8QQ

Quaker Meeting for Worship takes place in this area every
Sunday (11am) and on the third Wednesday of each month
(12.45pm) at Bunhill Fields Meeting House in Quaker
Gardens between Banner Street and Chequer Alley. This
little house was the caretaker's residence attached to
‘Bunhill Memorial Buildings’ — it is the only part which
survived firebombing in World War II.

Bunhill Memorial Buildings, 1881

Quakers at Bunhill Fields

The name “Bunhill” is derived from “Bonehill” — where
bones from the charnel house of Old St. Paul’s Cathedral
were once piled here in the fields outside the city walls.
The land which is now ‘Quaker Gardens’ was part of the
first freehold owned by Quakers in London. It was bought
in 1661 as a burial ground for London Quakers —
amongst the thousands buried here were George Fox, the
founder of Quakerism, and many Quakers who died in
London’s prisons for their faith, including twenty-seven
who died of plague awaiting transportation on the ship
Black Eagle, and a number of later social reformers. There
were no tombstones in pursuit of absolute simplicity as,
“the practice is of no service to the deceased”.

‘Quakers Burying Ground’, Bunhill, 1745

Burials ceased at Bunhill Fields in 1855 when an Act of
Parliament closed all graveyards in central London for
reasons of public health. In 1880 part of the property

was purchased to widen the street (then called Coleman
Street, now Roscoe Street and part of Quaker Court). The
proceeds were used to build a memorial to all the Quakers
buried here — the Memorial Buildings — which were
to serve the local population as an Adult School, CoffeeTavern Club, Activity Hall and Meeting House.
A piece of pottery from
the original Coffee Tavern
found during alterations
in Quaker Gardens in 1991

Memorial Buildings 1891

Quakers in Clerkenwell
By 1656, Quakers were
gathering in the house of a
carpenter at 31/32 St. John
Lane, known as the sign of the
Baker’s Peel. A ‘peel’ was a
long handled paddle used to
remove loaves from the deep
bread ovens. Quakers met for
worship at ‘Peel Meeting’ for
almost 300 years until the
buildings were destroyed by
bombing in 1942.

Peel Meeting (QM)
St John's Lane, 1745

In 1702, Quaker social reformer
John Bellers’ Proposals for
Raising a Colledge of Industry
inspired Clerkenwell Quakers to
set up a Quaker Work-house
(the site of old school buildings,
‘1892’, on Corporation Row).
Run by a committee of Quakers
from all over London, it housed
Quaker Work House, a hundred poor elderly and
Clerkenwell, 1745
children. By 1737 the project
had become more school than workhouse and after 1786
moved to Islington, then to Croydon, and later to Saffron
Walden, where it continues as ‘Friends School’.

